Generating Giving and Getting Gifts
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2.9 1pn — And let them take for Me. Rashi comments-that
the term for Me indicates that people should contribute for

25/1-9

PARASHAS TERUMAH

@HASHEM spoke to Moses, saying:
3 This is the portion that you shall take from them: gold, silver,
purple, and scarlet wool; linen and goat hair;
8 oil for illumination,
and stones for the settings, for the Ephod and the Breastplate.

8 They shall make a Sanctuary for Me — so that | may dwell among them —

and copper;

- R. Uplbe

~ The question is obvious: Why did the Torah say that Bnei Yisrael .

' 2 Speatk to the Children of Israel and let them take for Me
a portion, from every man whose heart motivates him you shall take My portion,

> red-dyed ram skins, tachash skins,
spices for the anointment oil and the aromatic incense; 7 shoham stones

the Tabernacle purely for the sake of God's Name, not be-
cause of social pressure or in quest of honor.
Since the people were asked to contribute, why does the

verse say take instead of give? Sforno comments that this
command was directed to the leaders, who were directed to
take, i.e., make collections, from the masses — not to levy
a tax on them, but to request voluntary contributions. How-
ever, as noted above, the people did not wait to be asked;
they flooded the treasurers with their generous contribu-
tions.

s¢ Homiletically, many comment that by contributing to
God's causes, a Jew truly takes for himself, for personal ben-
efit of generosity is far greater than its cost.

4 and turquoise,
acacia wood;

9 like everything '

L'.

should “take” a donation for Hashem? Would it not be more correct

-
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to say that they should “give” a donation to Hashem?

DARASH MOSHE ON THE TORAH

-

D
Alternatively, we can ask 1 why the Torah said let them take for Me a
gift. Would it not have been more appropriate to say let them give?
However, from this we see that Hashem desired confributions only

from those who believed that the money they have belongs not to them
t&to Hashem. Only someone who thinks of his money as a trust fundB

that Hashem has put under his care and which is to be used only for the
urposes Hashem designated is worthy to have a share in the Mishkan
(Although, of course, all money is really Hashem’s, He gives each
individual the freedom to do whatever he wants with it, to give to worthy
causes or not to give to them, as a test of his faitb.) Accordingly, when
someone with this attitude gives tzedakah, it is not as if he himself is
giving, but rather as though he is simply allowing those who collect the
tzedakah to come and reclaim something which is not his. Thus,
although the collectors are taking, still the donor is not actually giving.
Although with other areas of fzedakah, donations are accepted even
from those whose intentions are not so lofty, the construction of the
Mishkan was different. There Hashem was totally unwilling to accept
donations from anyone who felt he was giving from his own money
rather than from Hashem’s. This attitude was epitomized by King
~David’s proclamation to Hashem regarding the building of the Beis
HaMikdash : 97 a0y 779, and from Your hand we have given it to You
(Divrei HaYamim I 29:14) . :
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3’)_ 178 / RAV WOLBE ON CHUMASH
The Gemara (Kiddushin 7a) helps to answer this question. Halachah
mandates that in order to perform kiddushin (part of the marriage
~ ceremony), a man must give a woman something of value. (Today, a
ring is used to fulfill this requirement.) However, there is one instance
where the kiddushin can be accomplished by way of the woman giv-

ing the man something of value. When the man accepting the gift is )

someone who is held in high regard, then the fact that he accepted

the woman’s gift gives her pleasure. This pleasure is considered fo
have monetary value and therefore fulfills the halachic requirement to

rerform kiddushin with something of value. Similarly, the Torah is

implying that when one gives a donation and it is accepted by Hashem,

the real recipient is the donor. He

has indeed “taken” a donation!
When we daven, learn Torah,

or perform a mitzvah, we tend to

/)
Hashem does not
need our Torah or
mitzvos; He gives us the

think that we have done Hashem a
favor. Such an outlook is incorrect,
for. Hashem does not need our
Torah or mitzvos; He gives us the
opportunity to learn and daven for our benefit. David HaMelech
declares (Tehillim 5:8), “And I, in Your abundant kindness, will
enter Your Sanctuary.” It is due to Hashem’s great kindness that He
allows us to serve Him. The benefit is solely ours.
(Shiurei Chumash, Parashas Terumah 25:2)
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opportunity to learn and
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EINEI YISROEL

SIMPLE UNDERSTANDING of this possuk shows it to be Hash-
Aem’s appeal to the people, “Take for Me a donation,” contribu-
tions from which the Mishkan would be built. It is noteworthy, how-
ever, that it is not written, “7110 *2X 8?21 — And you shall bring Me

adonation,” which would have been a more accurate way in which

to make an a

eal to people to bring their donations. Chazal tell us,

however, that Klal Yisroel needed no convincing. “ofn o°w11p X

0N ©°KX3) — Klal Yisroel are holy; they come and they contribute.”
No appeal was necessary in order to encourage the people to contrib-
ute their valuables to the Mishkan. Therefore, we must understand the
"possuk differently, that HaKadosh Baruch Hu’s appeal to Klal Yisroel

was for lokchim, those who would go out and do the collecting, and

would utilize the natural propensity of the people to give for the sake ,)

of the Mishkan.

Regarding the lokchim, that is, those who volunteered to take the

raw materials that had been contributed, and use them to construct

the Mishkan, it is written: “mwy? 728707 YK 71377% 122 Wws WK ¥
MR — Everyone whose heart carried him up to the handiwork to
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make it” (Shemos 36:25. Each person’s heart brought him to perform
a particular task.

To contribute is to elevate '

When the Torah describes how the contributors brought their do-
nations to the Mishkan, it uses a related term, “qo3 nm1IN 0™ %>
nwnn -~ All who lifted up an offering of silver and copper” (Shemos
35:24). The Ramban and other Rishonim explain that Bnei Yisroel
came with great enthusiasm to bring their donations to the Mishkan.
Everyone with something of value lifted it up proudly to show the joy
he had in giving his contribution.

The people also “lifted up” their contributions in another way. Each
person took the gold, silver, and other contributions and elevated their
status by transferring them from the domain of chullin to the domain
of hekdesh. Though all aspects of the world can be used in avodas
Hashem, those objects that are used to serve HaKadosh Baruch Hu in
amore direct fashion as part of avodas HaMikdash, are imbued with a
level of kedushah that changes their status, making these objects into
permanently holy items. This is what is meant by reshus hekdesh; they
belong to the realm of sanctity. Items that have not been dedicated to
avodas HaMikdash are regarded as chullin, as being within the realm
of standard usage.

In Parshas Chaye Sarah,’ when Avraham Avinu bought the field
of Efron containing the Maaras HaMachpeilah, it is written, “0p”
TBY 1TW ~ And Efron’ field stood” (Bereishis 23:17). Rashi gives an
interpretative explanation: “The field experienced an elevation, for it
went from the hands of a commoner (reshus hedyot) into the hands
of a king (reshus melech)?” Thus we see, words that describe the lifting
and raising of an object refer also to an elevation in status. Therefore,
besides the expression of joy that Bnei Yisroel showed in bringing
their Terumos, the very items themselves were elevated.

3

Total dedication
The wisest of the people, however, were the lokchim, those “whose
heart carried him up to the handiwork to make it” Instead of sancti-
fying a portion of their possessions, they consecrated themselves to
the service of the Mishkan. Originally, the only true craftsman who
actually knew how to perform the various tasks needed to build the
Mishkan was Oholiav ben Achisamach. The rest of the people had
b‘\een unskilled laborers in Mitzrayim. Yet many of them underwent
q great awakening at this point. Their hearts raised them up to a level
at which they donated their whole being. In effect, they donated
themselves to the Mishkan. By doing so, such a person would dedi-
cate himself eternally to the construction and service of the Mishkan,
meticulously learning all the required skills, in order to devote himself
to serve and guard the Mishkan in all its aspects. This was the greatest
possible contribution that a human being could offer.

In this way he fulfilled what is written in the Shema, “?3217227 Yo
IR Y221 W3- With all your heart, and with all your soul, and with
all your ability.” 7181 221” in its most literal sense, means, “with all
your abundance.” This refers to those areas in which a person has a”)

service,
\}1'1/

particular skill or talent, be it in music, in thought, in writing, or inS
sqme type of handicraft. Therefore, this possuk in Shema is telling us

that the skills with which Hashem has blessed us should be dedicated’

fully to HaKadosh Baruch Hu.

o

Thus there were two levels of donation offered to the Mishkan.
Firstly, there were the nedivei am, those who contributed the precious
items to be used in the construction. They supported the holy work
of the Mishkan through their contributions. Secondly, there were
those whose hearts moved them to donate themselves and all their
latent talent, to take those items and transform them into the physical
structure of the Mishkan and its utensils. These were the chachmei lev,
the wise of heart, of whom it is written, “N'?5n7 XY 2717 DX WP oM
WWi NIRY 307 NY2IN DR XK DR - And they shall take the gold and
the techeiles, and the purple, and the red, and the linen” (Shemos 28:5),
and make from them the substance of the Mishkan. They became the

=Plokchim, since they took what had been donated and worked with it, in
the process becoming part of the fabric of the Mishkan itself, having
devoted their whole being to its construction and perpetuation.

The thernative to pidyon haben

When a new father wishes to redeem his firstborn son, he invites a
Kohen to the festive pidyon haben. The Kohen asks him the follow-
ing unusual question: “Ty2 IMTDY? "Y1 1X 7122 53 °2 1°? "DV FPYa IR
RN IRTH N2°MT7 0°Y90 win - Which do you prefer, to give me your
firstborn son, or do you wish to redeem him for five selaim, as you
are obligated by the Torah to do?” There is, in reality, no choice. One
cannot decide to leave his firstborn son to the Kohen; he must do as
the Torah commands and redeem him.

Nevertheless, the Kohen is in effect, asking the following question:
Were it not for the Torah’s command, would you be prepared to con
secrate your son, body and soul, to the service of HaKadosh Baruch
Hu? Channah, the mother of Shmuel HaNavi, exemplified this attitude.
She gave her only son over to the service of the Mishkan in Shilo. She
had told her husband, Elkanah, “09% 79 0w 2w - And he shall dwell
there forever” (1 Shmuel 1:22). That had been her intention from the
beginning. Channah, and Shmuel after her, were lokchim; they com-

":]/ mitted every ounce of their being to Hashem’s service through their
total dedication to the avodah of the Mishkan.

~J® Ultimately, the lokchim, the chachmei lev, were in fact representa-
tives of the Mishkan itself, who would inspire the rest of the people

through their complete dedication to the Mishkan and its service. This
is the meaning Hashem's appeal to the people, “12110 *2 1ip" - Take

for Me a donation; HaKadosh Baruch Hu’s appeal was for lokchim,
yolunteers who would give their hearts and souls as representatives
of the Mishkan, who would speak to and enthuse the people as to
jts great holiness and importance. HaKadosh Baruch Hu sought the
people who would give themselves wholeheartedly to Him and His

Derzsh W\\«}\,‘n‘
he word take in this verse suggests that the donations for the
Tabernacle were to be taken by force, but we will see that, to the
contrary, the donations were given with willing hearts and in ex-
cess of the required amount. Why does the Torah hint at coercion here?

Perhaps from this, we may derive an important lesson. This lesson
affects those mitzvos that require generosity such as tzedakah, acts of
kindness or supporting the Mishkan, or others that are dedicated to
bringing Hashenl’s Presence to dwell in Israel. It is wrong to do these
itzvos out of a JSense of obligation or coercion, to think, “1 really don’t
want to give this money but what can I do, Hashem commands me to do
it.” Rather, when we are presented with such mitzvos, we should arouse
in ourselves a positive desire to give. Often this requires an effort not just
to overcome the objections of our yetzer hara but to force it to actually
agree with this generous attitude we must strive for.

This is the inner meaning of and let them take for Me a gift: We should
mobilize our yetzer tov (good inclination), the Torah we have learned
and the merit of the good deeds we have done, fo make fundamental
changes in our very nature, to make ourselves want to be generous
in doing mitzvos. Thus, the compulsion suggested in this verse is to be
used to force our yetzer hara to agree to this generous attitude we are to
cultivate.

—




